
 Principal’s Message  
 
Our school volunteers and Mother Nature combined to make our annual Meet the Teacher 
Night a great success.  Thank you to our School Council and volunteers for making it all look so 
easy. 
 
Our annual Terry Fox run took place this past Friday.  Once again we had a beautiful day and 
everyone participated in the true spirit of Terry Fox.  Our students raised well over $6000 for 
this worthy cause bringing our total over the years to more than $60 000.  Congratulations to 
all our dedicated students, parents and volunteers. 
 
Mrs. Ferguson received word last week that she has secured a teaching position at Queen 
Victoria Public School in Lindsay.  I extend my congratulations to Mrs. Ferguson and offer my 
gratitude for her contributions to Mariposa over the past few years.  She will be missed by 
students and staff alike.  
 
I am happy to welcome Mrs. Lindsey Metcalfe to Mariposa.  Mrs. Metcalfe was highly 
successful in a grade 7/8 class last year and I know that she will be a welcome addition to our 
MES community.  I would also like to welcome our new head custodian, Mr. Bill Foster, to 
MES, and thank him and his team for the lovely shine we see around the school. 
 

Litterless Lunches 
The Green Team would like to reduce the amount of garbage at Mariposa.  We are asking all 
families to pack lunches with less or no litter.  For example, sandwiches can be packed in 
“tupperware” containers instead of “ziploc” baggies.  October 22 will be our first litterless 
lunch day of the new school year. 
Our tip of the month for October is "reuse old margarine/cream cheese containers for your 

snacks". 

Bus Safety 
We have a number of new students at our school this year including our Junior Kindergarten’s 
and I would like at this time to go over some bus safety rules.  Stock Transportation will be 
conducting a bus safety talk to every class this month.  We will be going over the safety issues 
and bus evacuation procedures in the case of emergency on October 26 & 27. Bus patrollers 
will be trained on Oct. 29.  It would be great if you could talk to your son/daughter about the 
rules that are posted on every bus.  These rules are as follows: 

 Abide by the Bus Driver’s instructions 

 Remain in his/her seat while the bus is in motion 

 Respect the safety of others on the bus 

 Speak quietly and use acceptable language 

 Respect the property of others on the bus 

 Refrain from eating or drinking on the bus 

 Keep all parts of the body inside the bus at all times.   
Thank you for taking the time to review the rules of the bus and safety issues with your son 
daughter. 
 

Dropping off of Students 
If you are dropping off students in the morning during bus drop off time, please try to use the 
south end of the parking lot so that students can keep well away from the buses.  Thank you 
for helping to keep all our students safe. 
 

Library 
A Great Start Up for the Mariposa Library.  Thanks to another grant from the government we 
were able to add  over 300 books to our collection this month. The students have been signing 
them out as fast as Mrs. Cavers and I can process them!  Remember I love hearing about new 
authors or subjects that our students would like to see in the library. 
Our next Scholastice Book Fair will be from October 19-23.  Hope to see you there. 
We will be having a lucky draw in the next few weeks before our Book Fair.  All proceeds will 
be going to the Kawartha Lakes Humane Society to help with their "Honey Fund" which pays 
for the vet bills for injured dogs.  Prizes will include Gift certicates to spend at the Book Fair 
and  books such as "Monsterology", "Robots" and "Much about Munsch".  Students : watch 
for our posters! 
 

School Spirit 
Show your school spirit by dressing in black and orange on Friday, October 30

th
 for the whole 

school and on Thursday, October 29
th

 for JK/SK. 
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Community Events 

Little Britain Library 

ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 5ŀȅέ /ǊŀŦǘ  

Saturday, October 11 

Drop in between 10:30 am and 

1:30 pm 

Storytime with Bev Jackson 

Monday, October 11 

Drop in between 10:30 am and 

1:30 pm 

Oakwood Library 

ά5ǊŜǎǎ ¦Ǉ ŀ tǳƳǇƪƛƴέ 

Saturday, October 25 

Drop in between 10:30 am and 

1:00 pm 

 

 

 

Continued from page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

EQAO Results – Something To Celebrate 

Our EQAO results from the spring of 2009 have arrived.  The 

following chart indicates the percentage of students who achieved 

at the provincial standard (level 3 or 4) compared to the board and 

province in grades three and six.   

  
SUBJECT 

 
MARIPOSA 

 
BOARD 

 
PROVINCE 

 
Gr.
3 

READING 
WRITING 
MATH 

76 
81 
97 

66 
67 
74 

61 
68 
70 

 
Gr. 
6 

READING 
WRITING 
MATH 

85 
80 
88 

73 
62 
60 

69 
67 
63 

For the first time, all our scores in both grade 3 and 6 exceed the 

provincial target of 75% at level 3 and 4!  When compared to other 

students, we see that our students are scoring above the board and 

provincial average in all areas in both grades 3 and 6.  Further, all 

our scores were an improvement over our 2008 scores and our 

long term trends indicate gradual improvement over time.  These 

results are something we can take great pride in, and a testament 

to the hard work of our students, teachers and educational 

assistants.  Well done MES! 

 

Complete EQAO results as well as further information on how to 

interpret the results are available on the website www.eqao.com. 

EQAO IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

As you know, the focus of our EQAO Improvement Plan is to 

improve student achievement in reading, writing and mathematics.  

Every year we use the EQAO results and other indicators to identify 

areas of need in the school.  We then develop a number of 

strategies to address these areas of need and bring them together 

in our School Improvement Plan.  This plan serves as the focus of 

our school improvement for the year.   

In the months ahead, we will be closely examining the results of 

the 2009 EQAO to develop new strategies to integrate into our 

School Improvement Plan.  Writing continues to be a major area of 

emphasis this year and something that we hope parents will also 

support at home.  Last year, one third of our primary students and 

three quarters of our junior students indicated on the EQAO survey 

that there is no one available to help them with writing at home.   

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

 Read to and with your child daily 

 Engage your child in authentic writing tasks (shopping lists, 
postcards to grandma, etc.) 

 Discuss things they are learning and ask probing questions 
(What do you predict will happen?  How did you make your 
prediction? Can you prove that? What would happen if….?) 

 Maintain good communication with your child’s teacher 

 

 

 
Pop Tabs 
Mariposa will be collecting pop tabs throughout the year for the 
Lions Club of Lindsay. Please remember to collect pop tabs and 
send them in to the school. Hopefully, this year we can regain our 
top title for the most pop tabs collected. Thanks for your 
continued support. 
 

Spirit Wear 
Each family will have received a "Spirit Wear" order form. They 
are due Oct. 16

th
. 

 
Police Record Checks 

If you wish to be a volunteer on any class trips, you need to have 
a Police Records Check on file at the school and complete a new 
declaration form each year. Please come into the school to pick 
up a form. 
 

Pediculosis Alert “Head Lice” 

VOLUNTEERS are still needed for Pediculosis checks. If you can 
assist, please call the school office at 953-9740. We ask you to 
continue checking your child/ren on a regular basis. 
 

Student Safety 

Peanut Safe School – It has been very evident to us that parents 
and students have taken the steps requested to ensure that this is 
a safe place for all children.  Please continue to safeguard against 
sending any peanut products to school.  
Contagious Diseases – In the effort to minimize the spreading of 
contagious diseases, as well as assisting us in making Mariposa 
safe for susceptible students and maternal mothers, we ask that 
you contact the school if your child/ren have acquired a 
contagious disease.  Your phone call can make a huge difference 
to the life of a child.  
 

Community Events 

City of Kawartha Lakes Public Library   
October Events  

One Book, One Community 
City of Kawartha Lakes Reads! 

 
One Book, One Community invites everyone to “get on the same 
page” and read Kenneth Oppel’s book “Silverwing”.  This program 
will run from October 1 until November 30.  Everyone is 
encouraged to read “Silverwing” and take part in the many 
activities planned at library branches throughout the City of 
Kawartha Lakes.  When you have read “Silverwing” be sure to let 
the Library know so your name will be included in the weekly 
draw.  Brochures outlining all events are available at your local 
branch library. 
 

 
 

Oakwood Library –  
“Thanksgiving Crafts”, Saturday, Oct. 10. Drop in between 10:30  
and 12:30 pm. 
“Dress Up a Pumpkin”, Saturday, Oct. 24. Drop in between 10:30 
and 12:30 pm. 
“Storytime with Bev”, Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 2:30 pm. 
“Halloween Costume Party”, Tuesday, Oct. 27 from 5 – 6 pm. 
New Hours beginning Oct. 13, 2009: 
Tuesday 11 am – 7 pm 
Saturday 10 am – 2pm 
 
Little Britain Library Hours – 
Monday 10 am – 2pm 
Thursdays 4pm – 8 pm 
Saturdays 10 am – 2 pm 
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